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Gas Cylinders and Control Equipment
Only experienced and properly trained persons should handle compressed gases. Such persons should be conversant
with the relevant data including the current British Compressed Gases Association current Code of Practice CP7 and
safety sheets available from gas supplier.

Mixing Principle and Markings .

Gas-Arc cutting blowpipes and torches are designed so that the gases are mixed within the nozzle and are for
oxygen/acetylene or oxygen/propane use. Depending on the model, the following marking may be used o identify the
control knobs/inlets:-

= Oxygen — colour blue, ‘oxygen’ or ‘O’

m Fuel gas — colour red, fuel

Check Before Connecting Blowpipe to Hoses

= The blowpipe is suitable for the gas and application

u The nozzle is in good condition for the gas and process

u The regulator pressure adjusting knob is fully released by turning anti-clockwise
= All threads and seats are in good condition 3

Operating
Fit blowpipe to hoses, these should be fitted with a hose check valve to prevent back flow of gas. Open each cylinder
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Adjust the regulator to give the required gas pressure as shown on supplied nozzie data chart and test all glands,
joints and connections for leaks, paying particular attention to O-ring sealed joints.

Purge each hose in turn by venting gas to atmosphere to expel all air, closing the control valve on completion. This
operation should take place in a well ventilated space away from any source of ignition. To light, open fuel gas vaive
first, light, trim back to approximately half flame length and then adjust oxygen to required flame. On completion of
use, reduce flame, turn fuel gas off, then turn oxygen off.

Routine Operator Inspection/Maintenance
Check damage to control valves (bent spindles, slack operation, loose knobs etc.) check for bent tube, necks and that
all seating faces are free from damage. Gas-Arc cutting blowpipes and torches contain no user serviceable parts.

Safety Points
In an emergency: turn off oxygen first, then fuel gas, as materials will continue to burn in oxygen.

NEVER:

= Use equipment if oil, grease or damaged parts are detected as Oxygen can vigorously support combustion under
these conditions = :

Continue operating if a‘backfire has occeitred

Use equipment that l;eaks

Use dirty or damaged nozzles

Use equipment that does not perform in its usual manner or if you have difficulty in using it

LWAYS:

Leak test all joints and connections before use

Fit flashback arrestors to the regulator outlets

Set operating pressures as recommended by the nozzie supplier

Purge hoses individually following each period of non-use

Hold blowpipe by the handle, not by the hose connection

Always work to British Compressed Gases Association Code of Practice CP7. To purchase a copy, telephone
01491 825533
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